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Indian Society of Ergonomics 

 

 

Regd. No. S/58750 of 1988-1989 under WB Act XXVI of 1961 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Indian Society of Ergonomics 

8 December 2015, 6:15 pm at Industrial Design Centre, IIT-Bombay, Mumbai 

 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Indian Society of Ergonomics (ISE) was held on 8th 
December 2015, 6:15 pm at Industrial Design Centre, IIT-Bombay, Mumbai. Thirty one 
members attended the AGM. 

Gaur G. Ray, President, ISE, welcomed all the members of the Society present and requested D. 
Majumdar, General Secretary, to conduct the meeting. 

1. Consideration and adoption of the annual report submitted by the Honorary General 
Secretary. 

General Secretary, ISE informed about the current activities of the ISE, and that seventeen 
members had been added during the past year. Screening criteria had become stricter, so 
fewer applications were getting accepted. 

2. Consideration and adoption of Auditor's report 

The Treasurer, C. K. Pradhan presented the statement of accounts for the year 2014-2015. 
General Secretary D. Majumdar pointed out that these were not Audited Accounts. Treasurer 
informed that though the statement of accounts was prepared by the auditors, it did not bear 
their signature and seal. R.Iqbal wanted to know why this issue had not been solved during the 
past year. Treasurer explained that this was because of lack of documentation regarding the 
value of three accounts with the Standard Chartered Bank and one amount held with the LIC 
Mutual Fund. Persons who had taken responsibility to solve these issues in earlier AGM had not 
been able to do so. After discussion, the General Body (GB) appointed a Sub-Committee of 
three persons headed by the Treasurer C.K.Pradhan along with Subhasis Sahu and Devashis Sen 
to identify a solution to these problems, including appointment of Chartered Accountant or 
lawyer for this purpose. The Sub-Committee should provide their recommendations to the 
Executive Committee (EC) within three months, based on which the EC would decide the course 
of action. The accounts were accepted by the GB. 

 



ISE AGM 2015 Page 2 
 

3. Appointment of an Auditor and fixing his remuneration 

The proposal of the Treasurer C.K.Pradhan to appoint M/s Kunal & Associates, Chartered 
Accountants, Kolkata as Auditor was accepted. The proposal to increase the present 
remuneration was discussed. Treasurer stated that while the present amount (Rs.2,000/=) was 
very low, the Auditor himself was reluctant to accept a higher amount as the statement of 
accounts did not bear his signature and seal. Finally, a figure of Rs.3,000/= (Rupees Three 
thousand) was approved by the GB, with the proviso that the Sub-Committee appointed for the 
purpose of recommending solutions to the accounts issues could interact with the auditor and 
may recommend a higher remuneration to the EC (not exceeding Rupees Five thousand) if he 
played an increased role in solving the above problem. The EC may then fix a higher 
remuneration within the ceiling specified by the GB. 

4. Bid for HWWE 2016 Conference 

Members were informed that an oral representation had been received from NIT Jalandhar for 
hosting the next HWWE (2016). Though AMU, Aligarh had stated their intention to host the 
HWWE a long time ago, they had another event in 2016 and would therefore host the HWWE in 
the following year, 2017. NIT Jalandhar and AMU Aligarh were asked to submit their formal bids 
as per the prescribed format available on the ISE website.  

5. Consideration of resolutions, if any 

L.P.Singh requested that Membership Cards be issued in addition to Membership Certificate 
and badge. It was felt that the membership card and certificate would be duplicative in content. 
While copy of the certificate could be produced to demonstrate membership of a professional 
body, there was no additional utility for the membership card other than ready reference of 
membership number. After discussion, it was decided that the present system would continue 
for the time being. 

Many members stated that they had not received the membership certificate. The Asst. 
Secretary, A.K.Ganguli asked all those who had not received the membership certificate to send 
an email stating his membership number and date of enrolment (from the receipt or email 
informing acceptance) to the Secretary, with a copy to the Treasurer. The certificate would be 
sent within one month. 

A.K.Ganguli raised the subject of formation of local chapters, which was supported by many 
members. It was decided to have four regional chapters to start with. The rules and regulations 
governing the local chapters would be drafted by a Sub-Committee (Regional Chapters) 
appointed for this purpose by the GB, consisting of Md.Muzammil, L.P.Singh, Subrata Ghosh 
and Trinath Pachal. Trinath Pachal would co-ordinate with the other members of the Sub-
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Committee and submit the draft to the EC for finalization. A time frame of three months was 
given. 

Md.Muzammil raised the issue of the difficulty faced by many applicants for membership of the 
ISE due to the requirement of providing three referees from existing members. General 
Secretary D.Majumdar explained that this was not mandatory. If any applicant did not know 
three existing members who would vouch his interest in Ergonomics, there was always the 
option of providing a Statement of Interest along with evidence such as courses attended, 
studies conducted, papers written, courses taught. Hence GB felt that there was no need to 
change the present system. 

6. Election of the Executive Committee and its Office Bearers for the next term 

The proposal of the outgoing EC for the new committee was considered. L.P.Singh stated that 
there was no proposed member from Punjab, and that his name could be considered for the 
same, especially since he would be the Organizing Secretary for the next HWWE at Jalandhar. It 
was explained that as per the ISE constitution, those wishing to contest must submit their 
nominations duly proposed and seconded within seven days of the circulation of the panel 
proposed by the outgoing committee (i.e. within 06.12.2015), and could not be raised at the 
AGM directly. He withdrew his proposal, and the panel proposed by the outgoing EC was 
accepted unanimously.  

The new ISE Executive Committee and office bearers for the period 2015 to 2018 are: 

President: 
A. K. Ganguli, Kolkata 
 
Vice-Presidents (2): 
D. Majumdar, Delhi  
Debkumar Chakrabarti, Guwahati  
 
General Secretary: 
P.C.Dhara, Midnapur  
 
Assistant Secretaries (2): 
Devashish Sen, Kolkata 
Venkatesh Balasubramanian, Chennai  
 
Treasurer: 
C K Pradhan, Kolkata 
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Members (5+ Co-opted 2): 
Abid Ali Khan, Aligarh 
C. R. Mehta, Bhopal 
Nandita Bhattacharyya, Jorhat  
P. Parimalam, Madurai  
Rauf Iqbal, Mumbai 
Somnath Gangopadhyay, Kolkata 
Suvashish Sahu, Kalyani 
 
7. Any other points, with the permission of the chair. 

L.P.Gite stated that the ISE must have greater connectivity with the Govt. of India, especially 
the Ministry of Labour. D.Chakrabarti suggested that links could be provided in the website. 
Gaur G. Ray said that all these could form part of extension activities of the ISE. After discussion 
of the various aspects of this matter, it was decided that a Sub-Committee (Extension Activities) 
be formed, comprising of R.Iqbal, S.Karmakar, D. Chatterjee and Reena Valecha and headed by 
L.P.Gite. This Sub-Committee would make its recommendations to the EC. 

Abid Ali Khan suggested that ISE could produce a brochure which could be used by members 
when interacting with stakeholders and interested persons. Members appreciated the idea, and 
he was asked to make a draft and submit the same to the EC. A copy of the brochure would be 
available on the ISE website, for download and printing as necessary by the members. EC would 
take care of updating the data content from time to time. 

S. Karmakar raised the long pending issue of journal publication. A.K.Ganguli informed the steps 
taken in this regard earlier, and that the main bottle-neck was the lack of working level persons 
for day to day management of the journal. S.Karmakar volunteered to do the needful for this 
purpose, and a Sub-Committee (Journal) was formed to revisit / update the suggestions 
regarding journal publication and make recommendations to the EC. Thereafter, the Journal 
Sub-Committee would execute and implement the decisions for publication of a journal. 
S.Karmakar would head the Sub-Committee, and the other members would be Subhashis Sahu 
and Shankarashis Mukherjee. 

Thus a total of four new Sub-Committees were formed, viz. for financial aspects, regional 
chapters, extension activities, and journal publication. A one-person team for drafting the 
brochure was also nominated. 
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D.Majumdar thanked the old executive committee, especially the outgoing members (Gaur G. 
Ray, L.P.Gite, Amitabha De, K.N.Sen, and Sudesh Gandhi), and welcomed the new committee 
members.  

The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the chair and all the members present. 

 

  Dr. A. K. Ganguli 
         President 
INDIAN SOCIETY OF ERGONOMICS 

********* 


